
M i d - M a n h a t t a n  L i b r a r y 
w e l c o m e s  

Elevators access the 6th floor after 6 p.m. 
All programs are FREE and subject to last minute change or cancellation. 

Tuesday, April 8th, 2014 
6:30 p.m. on the 6th floor 

Christopher Payne 
presenting an illustrated talk on his book 

"A gorgeous book: The uncannily moving photographs by Christopher Payne do full 
justice to North Brother Island's haunting air of mystery, its unique play of presence 
and absence.  The supporting texts helpfully elucidate the enigma of such wildness, 
abandonment, vegetative luxuriance, and architectural ruin existing in the midst of 
New York's ultra-urbanist environment."--Phillip Lopate, author, Waterfront 

  

About the presenter: 
 

C hristopher Payne, a photographer based in 
New York City, specializes in the documentation of 

America’s vanishing architecture and industrial landscape  
Trained as an architect, he is fascinated by how things are 
purposefully designed and constructed, and how they work.  
His first book, New York’s Forgotten Substations: The Power 
Behind the Subway (Princeton Architectural Press, 2002), 
offered dramatic, rare views of the behemoth machines that are hidden 
behind modest facades in New York City.  His second book, Asylum: Inside 
the Closed World of State Mental Hospitals (MIT Press, 2009), which 
includes an essay by the renowned neurologist Oliver Sacks, is the result of 
a seven-year survey of America’s vast and largely shuttered state mental 
institutions.  He has been awarded grants from the Graham Foundation, the 
New York State Council on the Arts, and the New York Foundation for the 
Arts.  His work has been featured in publications around the world and 
several times in special presentations by the New York Times Magazine.                 
Website:  http://www.chrispaynephoto.com 
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North Brother Island is a secret hiding in plain sight: an off-limits, 
uninhabited island of ruins in the East River, not far from Rikers Island.  
From the late-19th century until its abandonment in the 1960s, North 
Brother served a variety of institutional uses, from quarantine hospital 
(Typhoid Mary lived and died there) to juvenile drug rehabilitation center.  
More recently it has been designated as conservation land for the Black-
crowned Night Heron.  Since 2008, with permission of the NYC Parks 

Department, Christopher Payne has been visiting the island, compiling a 
comprehensive record of the structures and the evolving landscape.         
He has become a leading photographer of forgotten places, and with this 
project he continues his exploration by offering rare glimpses into a place 
few New Yorkers have ever seen.  See his work and listen to the stories 
behind capturing these rare images at this illustrated talk.  

http://www.chrispaynephoto.com/

