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05 Welcome Aboard
A message from Amtrak 
CEO Richard Anderson

08 Variations on a Map
New Yorker cartoonist 
Roz Chast reimagines 
Amtrak’s route map

13 Rail Life
Artist Paula Pivi’s polar 
bears come to Savannah 
• A rare and beautiful 
motorcycle at the 
Portland Museum of Art 
• The colossal caves of 
Appalachia • A sculpture 
gets launched into space 
• Columnist Bob Morris 
on the rules of travel 
etiquette

28 The National Poem
“Nor’easter” by 
U.S. poet laureate 
Tracy K. Smith

52 The National
 Conversation:

 Bill Clinton and 
 James Patterson on the 
 secrets behind their new 
 political thriller, The 
 President Is Missing

58 Portfolio: Los Angeles
 Photographer Jake
 Michaels captures the
 vibrant streetlife outside 
 L.A.’s Union Station

66 Living History 
On a cross-country train 
journey with Pulitzer-
winning biographer 
T. J. Stiles, who ponders 
the rivalries that shaped 
the expansion of a railroad 
and a nation

Take me with you! This issue of  The National is yours to keep
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at the General 

Pencil Company 
in Jersey City, NJC
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103 Moving Pictures 
Presenting the latest 
winner of The National’s 
photo contest 

104 The Dispatch
The best of Broadway’s 
summer season, from 
Harry Potter to 
My Fair Lady

108 Amtrak’s national 
 route map

114 Train of Thought
James Fallows makes 
the case for America’s 
microfactory revolution

31 Made in America
 A salute to beautiful 
 things lovingly 
crafted in the USA, 
from small-batch 
surfboards and precision 
audio equipment to 
fi ne-art furniture and 
coffee makers

40 Bourbon Trail
 As demand for America’s
 signature spirit soars, the
 Kentucky Bourbon Trail is
 more popular than ever.
 We took a tour of the
 Bluegrass State’s 
 legendary distilleries

49 Whiskey Rebellion
Don’t call it scotch. 
Pioneering brands like 
Stranahan’s, Santa Fe Spirits 
and Copper Fox are defi ning 
a new category of whiskey: 
American single malt 

and a nationbrands like 
Santa Fe Spirits 
Fox are defi ning 
ory of whiskey: 

ngle malt These colors 
don’t smudge: 
The enduring 

legacy of American 
craftsmanship — P.31
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Julie Johnson

We’re in the U.P.                            Hiking at its BEST!
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Who says we don’t make things like we used to? From precision-crafted watches and 
ultra-green surfboards to sculptural machines that produce exquisite coffee and sound, small-batch 

objects of surpassing beauty and function are being crafted in the USA every day

Pencil Pusher
One of the industry’s last American 
manufacturers, the family-owned 
General Pencil Company has been 

making top-of-the-line pencils, 
charcoal and pastels in Jersey City, 

New Jersey, since 1889. Those 
include their classic cedar-

wood-and-graphite Draughting 
Pencil, a favorite of architects, 

which retains its tip shape longer 
than almost any other instrument 

of its kind. Here, pencils on a 
conveyor belt after receiving the 

fi rst of four coats of paint.
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